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same time made their industry of a particular and unique
character. America is too occupied with the develop-
ment of her own market for textiles to give much attention
to the export trade; but this development is bound to
take place, and already some of the New England print-
works ship some very fine prints. With the change and
increase in the variety of human tastes everybody lias
sought the best material, and this circumstance has led
to the creation of a large class of good imitations in order
to meet all purchasers. It is said that in this class of
work we are behindhand, and pointing to the foreigner
we are urged to adapt ourselves to the change of circum-
stances. TMs supposed backwardness in the art of imita-
tion has not, however, always been one of our failings,
for, to the former possession of this trait in our characters,
America owes much of the fame of her cotton goods in
Eastern markets. In the 'sixties we used to send cotton
goods to China, which contained more filling than they
did cotton, and in some cases they were known even to
crack. China clay and other fillings were employed to
cater for appearances and also to save cotton, and so
much filling was demanded that the finishers complained
that the treatment was ruining their machinery. More-
over, mildew was a frequent occurrence in these goods,
as at that time an antiseptic was not used in the finishing
mixings. After the Civil War, American manufacturers
sent out goods which contained very little finishing material,
and very soon American drills and sheetings became of
world-wide fame. Nowadays we send similar goods
and not heavily filled cloths to compete in the same
markets.
The high American tariff has in many cases caused
foreign manufacturers to establish branches in the United
States, and often the machinery and hands to operate it
have been imported. But after a time some of these
branches have become Americanised and changed in
character. The Gera woollen mills is a branch of the firm
at Gera, Germany, the employees, machines, and methods
having been brought over from the parent works. Titus
Salt's of Saltaire have a branch in Bridgeport/ Conn.,
which is in a further state of development, having become